Fieldwork Exercise #2

Ethnographic Interviewing: What do You do When You Get Sick?


Step one: Using complete sentences, answer the following questions in typed format.

1. When you get sick, whom do you call?


2. What strategies do you use to get well?


3. What strategies do you use to relieve the pain?


4. How do you figure out what made you sick so you don’t get sick again?


5. When you are sick, how do you keep others from being infected?


6. How do you feel about getting sick? What do you think getting sick says about a person?


7. Is there a social cause of your illness or disease?


8. Tell me about a time when you were sick. What did you do? What happened?


Step two: Using these same questions, interview two friends or classmates about their strategies for getting healthy. Take detailed notes on their responses to each question. Organize your notes to turn in. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Step three: Compare and contrast responses. In approximately 2 pages, consider how these health-related strategies and experiences have been shaped by culture. Are there patterns between the three? If so, what might account for the patterns? Are there differences? What social or cultural conditions might account for the differences?  What follow-up questions would you ask if given the chance to interview your volunteers again?


